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and to the public : it belongs to the church of Stebon Heath, commonly called Stepney. Whether or no it be that the people of that parish have a particular genius for an epitaph, or that there be some poet among them who undertakes that work by the greatl, I can't tell, but there are more remarkable inscriptions in that place than in any other I have met with, and I may say without vanity that there is not a gentleman in England better read in tombstones than myself, my studies having laid very much in churchyards. I shall beg leave to send you a couple of epitaphs, for a sample of those I have just now mentioned. They are written in a different manner, the first being in the diffused and luxuriant, the second in the close contracted style. The first has much of the simple and pathetic; the second is something light, but nervous. The first is thus :
Here Thomas Sapper lies interred.    All, why! Born in New England, did in London die ; Was the third son of eight, begot upon His mother Martha by his father John. Much favoured by his prince he 'gan to be, But nipt by death at th' age of twenty-three. Fatal to him was that we small-pox name, By which his mother and two brethren came Also to breathe their last nine years before, And now have left their father to deplore The loss of all his children with his wife, Who was the joy and comfort of his life.
The second is as follows :
Here lies the body of Daniel Saul, Spittle-fields weaver, and that's all.
I will not dismiss you, whilst I am upon this subject, without sending a short epitaph which I once met with, though I cannot possibly recollect the place. The thought of it is serious, and, in my opinion, the finest that ever I met with upon this occasion. You know, sir, it is usual, after having told us the name of t the person who lies interred, to launch out into his praises. This epitaph takes a quite contrary turn, having been made by the person himself some time before his death :
i Wholesale, or, as might now be said, by the gross.